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OVERVIEW

The war in the Balkans was anything but simplistic, either then or now. The “front,” which encompassed
Serbia, Albania, Bulgaria, Greece and Macedonia, evolved as a result of Allied attempts to assist Serbia
against an attack of Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Bulgaria, the latter of which was strategically placed
on the flanks of Serbia itself. Serbia has tried to regroup from an Austro-Hungarian offensive following
the declaration of war, but its overall strength and logistical situation was, at best, tenuous.

Serbia and Bulgaria has fought two wars; in 1885 the Serbo-Bulgarian War; in 1912 the First Balkan
War; and 1913 the Second Balkan War. The Bulgarian felt that as a result of this latter engagement, the
Serbs had unfairly stolen ethnically Bulgarian lands from them. Bulgarian King Ferdinand played both
sides of the escalating European War, and shortly after the Turkish defeat of Anglo-French forces at
Gallipoli and the German defeat of the Russians at Gorlice-Tarnow, Bulgaria signed a treaty with
Germany. The Central Powers’ offers of land reclamation were much more enticing. The Bulgarians
began a general mobilization.
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commenced in September. Battles at Dorbo Pole (14-15 Sep); Dorian (18 Sep); Vardar (26 Sep) led to
armistices at Solun (30 Sep) and Mundros (26 Oct). d’Esperey’s army crossed the Danube on 10 Nov.
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